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Keswick Mountain Rescue Team 1991 (formed 1948) 44th Year

Affiliated to the Mountain Rescue Committee - A Registered Charity
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Vice-President:
Chairman:
Secretary:

Richard Fisher
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Team Leader’s Report

A quiet start and a busy summer seems to be the pattern over the last
few years and 1990 was no exception. 56 Rescues, 26 in July, August
and September.
A feature of this year has been the very fast callout response time by
team members. | think a number of factors have contributed to this.
The issue of Radios to team members either living or working in our
two key valleys, Borrowdale and Thirlmere has enabled them to arrive
at the casualty with Radio and First Aid, well ahead of the main party.
This, coupled with the issue of Telecom Pagers to the Team Leader and
deputies, has meant we can get eight or ten of the team away from the
base within minutes of the police call. This leaves the controller to call
the back-up team by the more conventional, but slower, telephone.
Within the next few months, we hope to equip the whole team with
base radio controlled pagers. So even the back-up team’s response
time will be dramatically reduced.
This will be expensive, but | know we can count on the continuous
generous support of our patrons and friends.

Mike Nixon.

Team Training, Cairngorm. (Jan. "91)
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Sun. 28th Jan.
1445

Tues. 27th Feb.
1540

Sat. 10th March
1320

Mon. 2nd April
1250

Thurs. 5th April
1345

Sun. 8th April
0950

Tues. 10th April
1555

Tues. 1st May
1426

Sat. 5th May
2015

Sat. 12th May
1155

Thur. 17th May
1750

Thurs. 24th May
1610

Sat. 2nd June
1442

Mon. 4th June
1500

Brown Knott,
Ashness Bridge
Moses Trod,
Brandreth

White Stones
Path, Thirlspot
Seathwaite Slab,
Borrowdale
Catbells,
Borrowdale
Central Gully,
Great End

Lower Falcon
Crag, Borrowdale

Loft Beck,
Ennerdale Head
Wanthwaite Crag,
St. John's in the
Vale

Path below lower
Falcon Crag

Near Wythburn

Church, Thirlmere

Gillercombe
Head, Borrowdale

Helvellyn path,

The Swirls
Watendlath -

Rosthwaite path

NCIDENT REPORT 1990

A woman slipped on wet grass, breaking an ankle.

A man was blown over by the exceptionally strong wind, injuring his knee. The foul weather
turned an otherwise straightforward stretcher carry into a major undertaking with several team
members themselves bowled over by the wind.

A woman slipped on wet grass on steep ground, badly spraining an ankle.

Assistance to a civilian ambulance crew in evacuating a man who had fallen whilst climbing,
breaking an ankle.
A girl walking with a school party collapsed whilst walking in cold, wet weather.

A passing walker responded to a climber’s shouts for assistance, who had broken a leg in a fall.
On the arrival of the team and an R.A.F. helicopter, the climber was found to have severe head
injuries, in addition to the broken leg, from which he died.

A team member spotted a 14 year old boy suspended on the end of his abseil rope about 10 feet
above the ground. The team was assembled and the boy lowered from his predicament. His
associates were two ten year old boys! :

A man collapsed and died whilst walking in warm, sunny weather. The Team was assisted by an
R.AF. helicopter.

A man (26 yrs.) slipped and fell 50" whilst descending a very steep gully. He managed to shuffle
down a little, but required stretcher assistance, having sustained head, chest, arm and leg
injuries.

An 81 year old man ruptured knee tendons whilst walking.

A man slipped on a wet, greasy wooden bridge and fell head first into a rocky stream. He
sustained head and back injuries. The Team assisted the civilian ambulance crew already in
attendance.

A woman with a known heart condition collapsed whilst walking. She was carried from the fell
and taken to hospital.

A man collapsed with heat exhaustion, but had recovered by the time the Team arrived.

A woman fell, sustaining head injuries.
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Tues. 19th June
1350

Tues. 19th June
1645

Wed. 27th June
1850

Wed. 4th July
2110

Sat, 7th July
1650

Sun. 15th July
1350

Wed. 18th July
1230

Fri. 20th July
1420

Sat. 21st July
1705

Sun. 22nd July
1757

Tues. 24th July
1455

Thurs. 26th July
1428

Mon. 6th Aug.
1305

Mon. 6th Aug.
1720

Sat. 11th Aug.
1445
Sat. 11th Aug.
1540
Sat 11th Aug.
1636

Maiden Moor,
Borrowdale
Walla Crag,
Borrowdale
Low Scawdell,
Borrowdale
Glenridding -
Keswick
Styhead -
Braithwaite
“The Grasp”,
Shepherds Crag
“Ardus”,
Shepherds Crag
Great End Crag,
Troutdale
Breast Track,
Great Gable.

Raven Crag,
Thirlmere
Rosthwaite -
Watendlath path
Souther Fell,
Mungrisdale
Latrigg Summit,
Keswick

Calf Cove, Great
End

High Rigg, St.
John’s in the Vale
Blackmoss Pot,
Langstrath

Lining Crag,
Greenup Gill

A woman slipped and broke a leg.
A woman slipped and broke a leg.

A girl slipped and sprained an ankle.

5 Teenage boys failed to arrive at their campsite. The resulting sefarch took place in foul weather.
it was called off the next day when the boys were found at their base. ,

A man was overdue on returning to his campsite after an attempt on the “four 3's”. He later
turned up.

Ac ||mbe? tell 5 onto runners, which then failed. In the following 15’ fall, he sustained head and
knee injuries.

A climber fell whilst warming up, dislocating his elbow.

A climber fell, breaking an ankle. He managed to lower himself from the crag, from where the
Team carried him down. ) i '

A man was reported to be having a fit. A group of Doctors in the vicinity gave assistance, but the
man was dead on the Team’s arrival. A Royal Navy helicopter also attended, as did Wasdale
M.R.T.

A man fell a considerable distance, having completed his climb (“The Medlar”). He suffered a
fractured skull, clavicle and concussion.

A woman slipped and broke a leg. A fine, hot day!

A paraglider pilot was caught by a fierce downcurrent of air. In the resulting crash he sustained a
badly lacerated leg. )

A woman broke an ankle.

A woman (74 years) fell, breaking a femur. A group of D. of E. students placed her in a tent to

Er?tect her from the bitterly cold wind until the teams arrival. She was flown to hospital by RAF.
elicopter.

A woman slipped and broke an ankle.

A girl needed assistance after an asthma attack whilst swimming. She was carried to a civilian
ambulance.

A youth fell and sprained a knee. He was carried down by the Team.
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Tues. 14th Aug.
1645

Sat. 18th Aug.
1344

Sun. 26th Aug.
1330

Mon 27th Aug.
1630

Tues. 28th Aug.
2350

Tues. 4th Sept.
1130
Sun. 9th Sept.
1705

Tues. 11th Sept.

1647
Sun. 16th Sept.
1415
Sun. 16th Sept.
1515

Mon. 24th Sept.

353
Sun. 30th Sept.
1510
Sun. 7th Oct.
1437
Sun. 14th Oct.
1245
Tues. 16th Oct.
1251
Sat. 20th Oct.
2040
Wed. 24th Oct.

Thurs. 25th Oct.

1945

King's How,
Borrowdale
Threlkeld Knotts

Black Crag,
Troutdale
The Swirls,
Thirlmere
Langdale -
Buttermere

Scales Gill,
Blencathra
Sprinkling Tarn,
Borrowdale
Rosthwaite -
Grange Path
“Ador”,
Reecastle Crag
Souther Fell,
Scales

High Doat,
Borrowdale
Watendlath -
Rosthwaite path
Walla Crag,
Borrowdale
Robinson,
Newlands
Walla Crag,
Borrowdale
Sticks Pass,
Stanah
Mosedale near
Skiddaw House
Gillercomb
Buttress

A woman slipped and broke an ankle,
A woman injured her spine and pelvis in a paragliding accident.

2 climbers were hit by a falling rock. One, with head injuries, was stretchered off; the other, with
a broken arm, preferred to walk.

A woman slipped and broke a leg.

A man failed to arrive on a valley-to-valley walk. A huge search ensued, involving several teams
andan RA.F. helicopter. The man and his two Basset hounds(!) were located safe and well having
spent the night in upper Eskdale.

A man fell 30" from the path into the gill, sustaining a fractured pelvis and concussion.

Aman was reported to be in difficulties whilst walking. However, he made his way down without
the Team’s assistance.

A woman fell, breaking an ankle. Unfortunately for the Team, the easiest route of evacuation was
directly through the river Derwent!

A woman climber fell 25" sustaining very severe, multiple bruising.

A woman slipped, breaking a leg.

A woman slipped on wet grass, breaking an ankle.

A woman slipped and broke an ankle.

A woman slipped, breaking an ankle. Another woman in the vicinity also slipped.She too
required hospital treatment.

A local farmer collapsed in a diabetic coma. He was stretchered down.

A woman fell whilst walking, breaking a leg.

A group of 7 girls became exhausted whilst practising for a D. of E. expedition. 3 of them raised
the alarm - the other 4 were walked down by the Team.

A youth caught his foot in a hole in the ground, breaking an ankle.

3 climbers were reported cragfast; however, they had regained the cragfoot on the Team’s arrival.
One of them suffered minor head injuries.




Fri. 26th Oct.
1448
Sat. 3rd Nov.
2115
Sun. 4th Nov.
2042

Wed. 21st Nov.
1240

Fri. 7th Dec.
1117

Sun. 9th Dec
1430

Sun. 30th Dec.
1830

Hindscarth,
Newlands
Carlisle C.C. Hut,
Newlands
Latrigg, Keswick.

Millbeck Gill,
Skiddaw
Blencathra,
Threlkeld

Glenderaterra
Valley

Piflar Rock,
Ennerdale

A woman slipped and broke an ankle.

A request was received to evacuate a boy to hospital after he suffered a fit.
Ikeld to Keswick via Latrigg. They ran out of daylight

An elderly couple set off to walk from Thre t /
and a(tenzlpted ‘t)o make a direct descent to Keswick - becoming trapped on steep ground. They

were brought down by the Team.
A hunt follower slipped, injuring his knee. H

A report was received of a car which had been abandoned for 3 days; its owner having failed,
apparently, to return from a walk. With heavy snow and high winds already sweeping into the
area, an immediate search was initialised while further enquiries were _ma(_ie. As the search was
called off for the night, the man returned to his car. He had been walking in the area, staying in
bed and breakfast accommaodation.

A skier broke an ankle.

e was carried down and taken to hospital.

A walker reported finding an injured youth lying in a gully in the Robinson Cairn area.
Cockermouth MRT requested the Team's assistance when it was found that there was a second
casualty further up in the gully. In the difficuit evacuation of the casualties, in high winds, snow
and darkness, a Keswick team member slipped whilst carrying a stretcher, breaking an ankle.

The numerous “sheep rescues” performed by the Team during the year are recorded as practises
and not as callouts.




Keswick Mountain Rescue Team Search Dog Involvement in
Incidents Outside the Local Area

Fri. 12th Jan Milnthorpe Area
1300

Sun. 22nd April Buttermere Area
2045

lhurs. 24th May  Great Tower,
0415 Windermere

Sat. 2nd June Yanwath, Penrith
1000

Sat. 9th June Greenhow Area
Tues. 24th July Kendal Area
1000

Sun. 21st Oct. Coniston -
0900 Eskdale

Sun. 18th Nov. Bowfell area

0001

SUMMARY OF
INCIDENT TYPES

Search for missing woman with medical problems. She was located in Newcastle!

A girl (14 yrs.) strayed from her party whilst walking. After an all night search, her body was
located by R.AF. helicopter at first light. She had fallen 300",

Search fer a missing boy (9 yrs.) who had only a sleeping bag and bermuda shorts with him! He
was found on a road having been unable to find his camping group.

A man was missing having left his home in a confused state. He was found by a search dog,
suffering from exposure and minor injuries.

A search for a man missing for 5 weeks. His body was located by a search dog.

An 83 year old man, missing since the previous evening, was found dead.

A man, epileptic, was reported missing. He turned up the next day, having spent the night on the
fell. -

A search for a missing party, who were found as Team members arrived at Ambleside M.R.T
base.

Benighted/Lost

Slip - broken ankl
37%




Statistics 1990

The Statistics for 1990 confirm the general trend of an increase in the
number of mountain accidents - simply a reflection of the number of
people venturing onto the hill. In this context, 56 does not seem to be
an excessive number of incidents. People can be too quick to criticise
those who require the services of a mountain rescue team, most of the
incidents dealt with involve medical conditions orasimple slip - things
that can happen to any person at any time. The wary and unwary, the
experienced and inexperienced alike can all become a statistic - given
a degree of bad luck.

MONTHS OF THE YEAR - 1990
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 NOVEMBER 1990

1989
FOR YEAR ENDED 30 NOVEMBER 1990 1989 P—
ACCUMULATED EQUIPMENT
1989 1989 Aon0Nov 1989 20935 As at 30 Nov. 1989 80
Motor Vehicle Expenses: ~ %:,,‘r'\sfer Imm} Vehicle 80 Less: Depreciation 10 70
576 Insurance 556 923 Patrons’ Subscriptions 756 Replacement Fund 15829
484 Petrol & Oil 447 5419 Donations 7130 Surplus from Income ~
316 Maintenance 400 1403 250 Grant 250 & Expenditure A/c 54 SEaTH ﬁ?g’%tg)‘d’ﬁg’égr 860
3789 Collecting Boxes 4395 Expenditure this Year 3661
Garage & Team H.Q. 2469 Bank Interest 809 20935 6521
Expenses . . 20 &
305 Rent, Rates & Water 278 - Income Tax R;covered 333 v%{/g%j}iﬁi)’[ﬂ‘f- Less: Depreciation 978 5543
on Covenante: MENT FUN|
24)-; ;elepho{r:eR& Elect;'lcny 13(2)2 Dona(‘ilons As "]( 30 Nov. 1989 ]5_5313).3
28 Repairs enewals 5 Bank Interest J
Insurances 246 2755 100 Insurance Claim s 15829 GENERAL
EQUIPMENT
178 Maintenance of Radio 294 15294 Transfer to _ Asat 30 Nov. 1989 700
Equipment Accumulated Fund 15829 700 Less Depreciation 105 595
952 Printing & Stationery 971 MEDICAL PERSONNEL
lincluding Annual Reports) - TREATMENT & EQUIPMENT
195 Personnel Insurances 1445 EXPENSES FUND As at 30 Nov. 1989 1500
195 Postages & Sundry Expenses 256 As at 30 Nov. 1989 5000 Expenditure this Year 6289
1980 Maintenance of General 3814 5000 Bank Interest 484 5484
Equipment Less: Depreciation 7789
447 Insurances 526 1500 1168 6621
1633 Courses 1040 MOTOR VEHICLES e
97 55 1
697 Pagers 455 880 As at 30 Nov. 1989
Excess of General Income Purchase less Sale 10996
3601 over Expenditure for the vear 714 this Year T6996
carried down
12950 £13673 12950 £13673 6000 Less: Depreciation 3399 13597
818 Personnel Equipment - 3601 Balance Brought Down 714 80 CONSUM"‘BHSTORH 80
3260 Depreciation of Vehicles & 5660 8700 Bequests 5000 M“’\(E"‘TB’WKEB
Equipment Midland Bank plc:
8223 Balance carried to 54 5147 Current Account 956
Accumulated Fund 6569 High Interest 9356
Cheque Account
15293 Vehicle -
Replacement Fund
5000 ;v\e?jical Reserve 5484 15796
=01 5714 12301 335 uny —_—
12301 £714 1230 L7 41229 £42300 31229 £32302
I have compared the Balance Sheet and Income & Expenditure Account with the relative books i H. D. Pridmore.
3 and find the
same 1o be in agreement, Keswick 28 January 1991 Chartered Accountant

Hon. Auditor



Patrons 1990 - 1991

C. M. Albutt

Monica Barry
r. W. G. Bowsher

Association

C. Car

Dr. E. Coupland

J. R. Files

O. P. & B. Green
W. Hartland

Mr. & Mrs. B. Heppell
A. Hill

Prof. R. Hill
Hosali Foundation
N. G. Hunter

R. Japhet

C. B. Johnston
Mrs. O. Lilley

Donations 1989 - 1990

Freda Agnew
ANon.
Anon.
Anon.
Anon.
Anon.
In memory of
Mr. R. Bainbridge
Mrs. M. Beetham
the late Mr. Boardley
K. Bones
Bowring 76 Club
Boy’s Brigade
British Aerospace Fellwalkers
British Telecom
British Telecom Fellwalkers
Cambridge University Guide
& Scout Club
Carlisle Inner Wheel
Chelmsford Y.H.A.
Cheltenham Rambling Club
Christian Rambling Club
B. Clarke
B. Cuppage
Mrs. P. Cutler

Mrs. A Davidson
W. Davies
Mrs. A. Dickens
Eagle Quest
C. Eare
Mrs. G. Embleton
Mrs. J. Evans
Mr. D. Fanning
in memory of Paul Giles
Gristone Club
J. Hodgson
Holiday Fellowship
Mr. Hornby
Miss A. Hutchinson
in memory of Mr. B. Jackson
P. Jenkinson
Mrs. A. Johnson
Kestrel Lodge
Keswick Area H.T.A.
Keswick Police
Keswick Rambling Club
Keswick Round Table
Keswick School
(Lingy Hut trio)
Keswick, Trinity School

Mrs. W. A. Longstaff
D. Melvin

B. F. Miller

J. E. Miller

G. Parkinson

C. Riddiough

S. ). Robinson
Rochdale Charitable Trust
D. Ryall

J. Salmon

Scafell Hotel

in memory of Mr. King

Mr. & Mrs. Kitching

Lake District Mountain Trial
Association

Lake District Search and
Mountain Rescue
Association

Mr. & Mrs. Lightfoot

Mr. P. Maitland

Manchester Grammar School

D. McCracken

K. Mclver

the late Miss ). McRorie

Met. Office Mountaineering
Club

Morecambe HF/CHA

Mrs. L. Mowbray

Mrs. N. Moy

N. E. Girl Guides

Nelson CHA Rambling Club

Miss N. Nesbitt

M. Newby

Mrs. M. Oughton

in memory of Mr. J. Pape

Mrs. A. Read

L. &J. D. Sharp
R. Smith

J. Spearing

D. Thackery
Mrs. G. Twiss
Mrs. J. Vincent
Wayfarer’s Club
Mr. & Mrs. Wendt
W. Whelan

Ms. White

G. T. Woods

Mrs. M. Reekes

R. Rutland

St. John’s School, Bradford

St. Mary’s School, Shaftesbury

St. Peter’s Port School,
Guernsey

Sandhurst School

N. Sargeant

Miss P. Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Shead

Miss K. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Stamp

in memory of Mrs. M. Staples

Sunderland Outdoor
Education Association

in memory of Doug. Tynon

Mrs. P. Wagstaff

Warbreck House

Mrs. S. Webster

Emma Weir and friends

West Cumbria Holiday
Fellowship

West Flegg Middle School

Women's Institute

William Perkins School

the late Mrs. E. Young



Collection Box Sponsors 1990 - 1991

. Harold Watkins, Tel. Keswi
Many thanks to all collection box holders. Any queries about collection boxes should be made to Jo and wick

73081.

Acorn House Hotel

Armathwaite Hall

Askew Rigg

Barclays Bank

Barrow House Youth Hostel

Beckstone Guest House

The Beeches Guest House

Brierholme Guest House

Brookfield Guest House

Brooklyn House

Castlerigg Camp Site

Coledale Inn

Conservate Club

Cottage in theWood

Crosthwaite Garage

Crow Park Hotel

Dalegarth Guest House

Dalehead Hall

Denton House Outdoor

Centre

Derwent Bank C.H.A.

Derwent Hill Outdoor Centre

Derwent Jewellers

Derwentwater Camp Site

Dog and Gun Inn

Farmers Arms Inn

Field and Stream

R. Fisher, Fine Design

George Fisher Mountain
Equipment

Back Cover: British Army Members, combined teams training exercise, Cairngorm. (Feb.

Four in Hand Inn

George Hotel

Glaramara C.H.A.
Glaramara Guest House
Grange Bridge Cottage
Grange Cafe

Grange Hotel, Grange
Grange Hotel, Keswick
Greystones Guest House
Hawse End Outdoor Centre
Hazel Bank Hotel, Rosthwaite
Hazeldene Hotel

The Heights, Castlerigg
Hetherington’s Electrical
Highfield Hotel

A. Hill, Borrowdale

Colin Holmes

Holmwood Guest House
Mr. J. Hopps, Keswick
Horse and Farrier Inn
Keswick Mountain Sports
Keswick Youth Hostel

Kiln How

King's Arms Hotel

King's Head Hotel
Ladstock Guest House
Lakeland Rural Industries
Lakeland Sheepskin Centre
Lakeside Caravan Park
Lakeside House

Langstrath Hotel

Laurel Bank Guest House

The Leather Shop

Leathes Head House Hotel

Linnet Hill Hotel

Lodore Swiss Hotel

Luchini’s Ices

Lyzzick Hall Hotel

Manesty Caravan Site

Mary Mount Hotel

Monkstone Guest House

Monty’s Chippy

Mountain World

National Trust Information
Centre )

Newlands Adventure Centre

Open All Hours

Orchard House Guest House

Parkers D.LY.

Pheasant Inn, Crosthwaite

Portinscale Village Stores

Rainbow, Maysons

Rathbone’s

Ravenstone Hotel

Ravensworth Hotel

Richmond House

Rickerby Grange Guest

House

Rosthwaite General store

Rowe’s Opticians

'90)

Royal Oak Hotel, Rosthwaite
Salutation Inn

Scafell Hotel, Rosthwaite
Scotgate Caravan Site Shop
Seathwaite Cafe

Seatoller Farm

Seatoller House

Shemara Guest House
Silverdale Hotel

Mrs. C. M. Simpson
Skiddaw Hotel

The Skipton Building Society
Solway Frames

Stanah Youth Hostel
Stonegarth Guest House
Strathmore Guest House
Sundance Wholefoods
Sunnyside Guest House
Swan Hotel, Thornthwaite
Thornleigh Guest House
Thornthwaite Galleries

Mr. & Mrs. Townson
Trekker's Lodge

Treeby and Bolton

Dr. Turnbull’s Surgery
Underscar Hotel

Walpole Hotel

Watendlath Cafe
White Horse Inn
Yew Tree Restaurant







